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With a fresh wave of repression against supporters of deposed President Jean Bertrand Aristide,
the de facto military rulers in Haiti once again appear to be digging their heels in and further
tightening their grip on power. Meanwhile, the debate over what course Washington and the
international community should take to restore Aristide to power drags on, largely unchanged in
tone and substance since the initial weeks and months following the September 1991 coup d'etat.
Diplomats and observers in Port-au-Prince report that paramilitary groups and the Haitian military
are conducting a renewed campaign of terror against Aristide supporters and others identified as
potentially posing a threat to consolidation of the military regime. During the first two and one-half
weeks of March, at least 21 corpses appeared on the streets of the capital. Most of the bodies have
been found in Cite Soleil, the Port-au-Prince shantytown which was once a bastion of support for
Aristide. Nationwide, over 70 people have been killed by paramilitary squads during the last six
weeks alone. An estimated 4,000 Aristide supporters have been killed since the 1991 coup.
According to observers, much of the recent violence has been perpetrated by members of the far
right Haitian Front for Advancement and Progress (FRAPH). In a practice deliberately aimed at
intimidating opponents of the military government, many murder victims have been severely
disfigured, often with machete blows to the head and face. In some cases, the assassins completely
stripped off the victims' faces. Several dismembered corpses have been dumped on the streets of
Cite Soleil, where they have remained for hours and in some cases days before being picked up and
taken to the morgue. Residents say that anyone who dares to grieve over the bodies or remove them
risks becoming the next target of repression.
According to a UN Human Rights Commission report issued in late February, Haiti's paramilitary
groups, closely linked with the government security forces, have operated with complete impunity
since October 1993, when the army reneged on the UN-brokered plan to restore Aristide to office
(see NotiSur 10/15/93, 10/22/93). The most persistent human rights violations documented in the
report were widespread arbitrary arrests and torture, including torture of children. Observers also
note that a new element has been added to the abuses, the use of rape as an instrument of political
violence.

Disputes continue over US 'power-sharing' proposal
Meanwhile, despite extensive opposition, Washington continues trying to drum up support for
the latest diplomatic initiative aimed at resolving the political impasse. The proposal, which was
formally floated by a group of Haitian legislators who visited Washington in February, is based
on the text of a State Department memorandum drafted in December. Under the power-sharing
agreement, Aristide would appoint a new prime minister who would be charged with forming a
"broad-based" government, that is, one which includes Aristide opponents from the right. The
Parliament would then pass an amnesty, military chief Gen. Raoul Cedras would step down, and the
trade embargo against Haiti would be lifted. The plan does not include any deadline for Aristide's
return to Haiti. The proposal has received the support of UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali,
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who said it "will make it possible to achieve the urgently needed objective of breaking the present
impasse." But the three countries which together with the US comprise the international "friends of
Haiti" Venezuela, Canada and France have expressed disagreement with the proposal.
For his part, Aristide has vehemently rejected the plan, arguing that the Haitian military leaders
will break their commitments just as they did in the case of the July 1993 Governor's Island accord.
Aristide and his supporters cite several major flaws contained in the new plan. For one, only Cedras
is required to resign, while other members of the high command who also played an instrumental
role in the coup would be allowed to remain in power. Additionally, the national police, which has
been responsible for much of the repression carried out since the coup, would be left intact.
Although the White House backs the proposal, the initiative has been sharply criticized by a number
of US congresspersons. During a Senate subcommittee hearing in early March, Sen. Christohper
Dodd (D-CT) questioned White House special envoy to Haiti Lawrence Pezzullo as to how "any selfrespecting individual" could conclude that the plan would make Haiti's military step down when
the Governor's Island plan had failed to do so. According to Rep. Joseph Kennedy (D-MA), the plan
"gives the appearance of a reasonable compromise between the military and some self-appointed
Haitian leaders, but the reality is it leaves all the cards in the hands of the military."
In rejecting the US-sponsored plan, Aristide and his supporters have instead insisted that the first
step in any proposal must be removal of the entire military high command from power. Only after
that is achieved, they say, could the next steps take place: approval of a general amnesty; creation
of a new civilian police force; appointment of a new prime minister; and finally, Aristide's return to
the country. They also argue that international sanctions against the country should remain in place
until full compliance is reached with all of these steps.
Meanwhile, President Bill Clinton's administration has come under increasingly harsh criticism
during recent weeks regarding the overall thrust of US policy toward Haiti and the ever-weaker
commitment to Aristide's return. For example, in late March the Congressional Black Caucus angrily
demanded that the administration's Haiti policy "be scrapped." In a harshly worded statement,
the Black Caucus declared: "While our nation makes public pronouncements regarding our
commitment to restore democracy in Haiti, there is a growing perception throughout the world that
the United States is actually doing all in its power to prevent this."
At the same time, a group of prominent liberals in the US has launched a publicity campaign
suggesting that Clinton's policy toward Haitian refugees is racist. In paid political advertisements,
the group questioned why the Clinton administration has taken a much tougher approach toward
Haitian refugees than refugees fleeing Cuba, Eastern Europe, or Vietnam. "One is left to reasonably
conclude that our policy is driven by considerations of race," reads the statement. The ad was signed
by members of Congress, labor leaders, heads of Jewish groups and such Hollywood celebrities as
Paul Newman, Joanne Woodward, Jason Robards, Spike Lee, Jack Lemmon, Gregory Peck, Julia
Roberts, Danny Glover, Susan Sarandon, Robert DeNiro and Robin Williams.
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